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 Over the past several years, the world has suf-
fered from numerous natural disasters of diverse na-
tures but with similarly catastrophic effects; just a few 
examples include Hurricane Sandy, which left mil-
lions of Americans on the United States East Coast 
homeless; Ty-
phoon Haiyan, 
which resulted in 
the deaths of 6,340 
Filipinos and cost 
the government of 
the Philippines 
$225 million dol-
lars in damages; 
and the 2010 Haiti 
earthquake, which 
claimed at least 
316,000 human 
lives and resulted 
in a political, med-
ical, and economic 
crisis for the al-
ready economically challenged nation.  More recently, 
on August 24th, a magnitude 6.2 earthquake ravaged 
the central regions of Italy.  Although the aforemen-
tioned earthquake did not strike an economically chal-
lenged developing country, the impact has been pro-

found and horrific; in addition to at least 247 deaths 
and the displacement of over 1,000 people, the Italian 
government has reported billions in economic losses 
and untold damage to historical buildings and monu-
ments. 

 In order to 
appreciate the 
cause and effect of 
the aforementioned 
natural disaster, 
one first needs to 
understand why 
earthquakes occur 
and how an earth-
quake could have 
struck central Italy.  
Earthquakes are 
caused by under-
ground rock break-
ing along a seismic 
fault, the resulting 
release of energy 

producing seismic waves that cause the earthquake.  
Italy has been majorly impacted by earthquakes 
throughout history; according to Sky News, "The 
country is one of the most seismically active in Eu-
rope, sitting at the meeting point of two tectonic 
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plates."  The tectonic plates in question are the  Afri-
can and Eurasian plates; the Alps, located in northern 
Italy and in surrounding countries, such as Austria, 
were formed by their collision.  Continuing to move 
at an estimated distance of 3 centimeters per year, the 
two plates frequently collide with each other, creating 
fractures in the rock surrounding the fault and there-
fore giving rise to a number of earthquakes. 
 The particular Italian earthquake being de-
tailed in this article occurred on  August 24th, 2016, at 
approximately 3:36 a.m. (9:36 p.m. Tuesday ET), 
leaving untold amounts of damage in its wake.  CNN 
said that, according to Italy’s Civil Protection Depart-
ment, "At least 247 people were killed after a 6.2-
magnitude earthquake struck central Italy Wednes-
day. " The Italian Civil Protection Agency reported at 
least 53 fatalities in Amatrice, as well as an estimated 
100 injuries; additional deaths and injuries occurred 
in neighboring towns  Accumoli and Arquata del 
Tronto.  In addition to  losses of life, over 1,000 Ital-
ians have been displaced from their homes; immedi-
ately after the earthquake, rescue officials sent out 
safety warnings and urged residents to seek shelter 

away from Amatrice.  Historical sites have also suf-
fered greatly ; the Italian government has estimated 
that the earthquake has caused billions of U.S. dollars 
in damages. British news source The Guardian says 
of the historical casualties:  "Centuries-old structures, 
including the cathedral and basilica of San Benedetto 
in Norcia, a 14th century church that was built to 
honor the patron saint of Europe, Saint Benedict, was 
reduced to rubble, as was a tower and St Augustine 
church in Amatrice."  Although the aforementioned 
damage was not to human life, for a highly religious, 
predominantly Catholic country with a history of ca-
thedrals and architecture extending back to Roman 
times, such a loss is devastating. 
 Despite the catastrophic consequences of the 
earthquake, the Italian people have come together as 
a community, demonstrating resilience and express-
ing their hope that they will be able to survive the 
tragedy and rebuild their lives.  After visiting the vil-
lage of Amatrice, Matteo Renzi, the Italian prime 
minister, thanked rescuers and gave the following 
short yet optimistic speech: "At moments of trouble 
Italy knows how to cope. No family, no city, no ham-
let will be left alone."   
 Although many families are still struggling 
with the loss of their homes and grieving over de-
ceased loved ones, the natural disaster has motivated 
the country to unite in solidarity, with Italians helping 
fellow Italians by launching rescue missions and 
providing shelter for displaced individuals.  Such a 
community spirit can be seen as a "silver lining" of 
sorts to natural disasters; while they are undoubtedly 
tragic, leaving many individuals homeless, bereft of 
loved ones or disabled, the resulting community spirit 
paints a hopeful picture of the human spirit. 

 America has just completed its most grueling 
election cycle in modern history. And now, the politi-
cal party that seemed to be a shoo-in for the presiden-
cy and control of the U.S. Senate, is reeling from divi-
sions within the party itself, and from the withdrawal 
of its most prominent leaders. President Barack 

Obama (D) is leaving behind a legacy of progressive 
policies which are likely to soon be demolished by the 
incoming President-Elect Donald J. Trump (R-NY). 
However, President Obama is also leaving his party in 
shambles, with no true leader stepping forward into 
the next presidential administration. He had hoped that 
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former candidate Hillary Clinton (D-NY) would con-
tinue the Democratic reign over the executive branch, 
but the election spoke differently. Now, the Democrat-
ic party, with no permanent chairperson, has its future 
in deep question. 

 U.S. Representative from Florida’s 23rd Con-
gressional District, Debbie Wasserman-Schultz, the 
disgraced former chairwoman of the Democratic Na-
tional Committee (DNC), was forced to resign by 
many top Democrats when e-mails of hers were dis-
closed by WikiLeaks on July 22nd, 2016, detailing a 
seemingly biased opinion of whom the nominee of the 
Democratic party for president should be. Independent 
Senator of Vermont, Bernie Sanders, was 
“undermined” according to the Washington Post, who 
was, at the time, battling Hillary Clinton for the nomi-
nation. In a particular e-mail, Wasserman-Schultz 
called Sanders campaign manager Jeff Weaver a 
“damn liar” and wrote that it was “particularly scum-
my that [Weaver] barely acknowledges the violent and 
threatening behavior that occurred” after the Nevada 
Democratic convention in which chaos erupted when 
56 Sanders delegates were denied delegate status due 
to them not being registered as Democrats by a certain 

deadline. This delegate amount would have been 
enough to swing the delegate majority to Bernie Sand-
ers. Many on both sides of the political spectrum have 
noted that this was obviously a statement depicting 
Wasserman-Schultz’s favoring of Hillary Clinton. 
Outrage among Sanders supporters, many of them 
among the millennial generation, forced Rep. Wasser-
man Schultz to resign her post just before the 2016 
Democratic National Convention in Philadelphia.  

After Wasserman-Schultz’s resignation, Donna 
Brazile, also biased in that she leaked primary debate 
questions to Clinton, became interim-chair. According 
to the New York Daily News, on March 5, 2016, Bra-
zile sent an e-mail to two high-ranking members of the 
Clinton campaign. The e-mail detailed a question from 
a woman in Flint, Michigan, which has recently been 
affected by a lead water poisoning crisis. According to 
Donna Brazile, the question read, “What, if anything,” 
Clinton would do to help the people of Flint during 
this catastrophe. This political bias led to outrage 
among both Democrats and Republicans, and resulted 
in the tarnishing of Brazile’s reputation. On October 
14th, 2016, Brazile tendered her resignation as a Dem-
ocratic political commentator on the CNN network, 
which CNN accepted. 

 As Democrats lost control of the executive 
branch on November 8th, they turned towards the U.S. 
Senate where they had hoped to gain a majority this 
election cycle. However, this initiative failed as Re-
publicans took at least a 1-seat majority after the elec-
tion. With the loss of the presidency and their failure 
to regain both chambers of Congress, Democrats seem 
to have lost all hopes of controlling new policies, at 
least for the next two years. Retiring Senator Harry 
Reid of Nevada, the former Senate Minority Leader, 
has handed the reins to Senator Chuck Schumer (D-
NY). As this new face of the Democratic party emerg-
es, many are hoping he will restore faith in the party 
and will bring members of the working-class back to 
the party after their Trump votes. Recently, many 
white, blue-collar (working-class) Democrats have 
lost faith in their politicians to restore economic 

Top-left to top-right: Former Democratic nominee for President 
Hillary Clinton (D-NY), 44th President of the United States 
Barack Obama, former Democratic National Committee Chair-
woman and House Representative Deborah Wasserman-Schultz 
(D-FL), and 42nd President of the United States Bill Clinton. 

Bottom-left to bottom-right: Interim DNC Chairwoman Donna 
Brazile (D-LA), House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), 
former Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV), and former 
Democratic candidate for President Bernie Sanders (I-VT).  
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 Muhammad Tanvir, Jameel Algibhah, Naveed 
Shinwari, and Awais Sajjad. These four men are suing 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), the Depart-
ment of Justice, and the Department of Homeland Se-
curity because of an alleged violation of their constitu-
tional and statutory rights. The case challenges the 
abuse of the FBI’s No-Fly List, a documentation of 
people who are prohibited from using air travel. If 
they are outside of the country, these people are not 
allowed to board flights that pass over the United 
States. All four of the plaintiffs have no criminal rec-
ord and are either lawful United States citizens or a 
lawful resident. All were confronted by the FBI in an 
effort to enlist them as informants during the after-
math of the September 11th attacks on the World Trade 
Center. All four men declined out of loyalty to their 
religious beliefs, resulting in their placement on the 
FBI’s No-Fly list.  

The FBI’s No-Fly list is controlled in almost 
complete secrecy. Those on the No-Fly list are never 
told why they were put on the list nor given a chance 
to appeal the claim. None of these four men posed a 
threat to the safety of the United States but because of 

their refusals, they 
were added to the 
record. The plaintiffs 
claim the only rea-
son they are on the 
list is because they 
are the victims of 

abusive—and illegal—investigative tactics. Because 
of their placement onto the No-Fly list, these men 
were unable to reunite with family in the Middle East: 
one of the men was not able to care for his extremely 
ill 93-year-old grandmother; another was kept from 
his wife and three young daughters for approximately 
five years; a third was unable to see his wife for nearly 
two years. Forms of nautical transportation would 
have only included trade ships, on none of which any 
of the men could have found transport. 

 However, the limelight of this case is not on 
these four men, but on the FBI, and whether or not 
they overreached in regards to the No- Fly list. The No
-Fly list is a data base controlled by the TSC or the 
Terrorist Screening Center. Through this, federal 
agencies suggest individuals for inclusion in the gov-

growth in their areas, which have suffered devastating 
losses of manufacturing jobs. These voters were at-
tracted by the new face of the Republican party, Don-
ald Trump, who promised to bring their jobs back to 
America. Democrats have begun to question whether 
their party, which used to work for the middle-class, is 
now solely focused on the extremes – poverty or 
wealth. This has led to the idea that top-ranking Dem-
ocrats, such as House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, 
age 76, should retire, turning their posts over to 
younger members of the party, with fresher ideas to 
attract new membership and bring all Americans back 
into the fold.  

 As both the Clinton and Obama eras come to 
an end, the outlook for the Democratic party has be-
come quite bleak. Between biased chairpersons, con-
troversial presidential policies, sexual misconduct, 
and old, failing superiors, the party has been roiled 
over the past few decades. Many hope that the retire-
ments of Reid and Obama will open new doors for 
Democrats, rather than closing them. The solemnness 
of the situation worries much of the left, who wonder 
whether their party can survive until the next election 
without Clinton or Obama leading it. We will soon 
know if the aspirations of young progressives along 
with older moderates can come together and meld a 
Democratic party that will survive through many elec-
tion cycles to come. 

The No-Fly List Isn’t Flying:  

Tanvir v. Lynch 
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ernment’s many terrorist databases. A person is only 
placed on the No-Fly list if there is sufficient evidence 
that proves that the individual poses a threat to aircraft 
safety. The exact number of people on the list is un-
kown; however it is assumed that the list has grown 
more than six times from approximately 3,400 people 
in 2009, to over 21,000 people in 2012. According to 
the Washington Times, it has been revealed that there 
were 81,000 names on the list (a staggering growth 
rate) as of June, 2016. The TSC has discovered that 
many of the thousands of names on the No-Fly list 
were placed there even though they did not qualify. A 
court in California actually found that a Muslim was 

placed on the No-Fly list because an FBI agent had 
selected the wrong boxes on a form. All four plaintiffs 
state that the federal agents in this suit “exploited the 
significant burdens imposed by the No-Fly List, its 
opaque nature and ill- defined standards, as well as its 
lack of procedural safeguards, in an attempt to coerce 
Plaintiffs into serving as informants within their 
American Muslim communities and places of wor-
ship.” 

 This case is ongoing and will later be decided. 
It shines a light on the breadth of the No-Fly list and 
shows the sometimes unjust placement of people on 
it. 

         On January 21st, 2017, President Obama’s presi-
dential reign officially came to an end. There are 
many wide-ranging opinions on Obama’s presidency, 
but there are a few undeniable accomplishments that 
are worthy of recognition.  

 Although one of his more disputed achieve-
ments, the Affordable Health Care Act of 2010 is most 
associated with Obama. The act has so far helped 
more than 20 million Americans gain coverage 
through provided subsidies to buy insurance, expand-
ing Medicaid eligibility, and prohibiting insurers from 
denying coverage to people with preexisting condi-
tions. Some may not agree with the act, but it is indis-
putable that uninsured rates have dropped from 19% 
to 16% from 2010 to 2016.  

 A more renowned accomplishment of the for-
mer president was the elimination of Osama bin Lad-
en. In 2011 Obama ordered the Special Forces raid of 
the secret compound in Abbottabad, Pakistan where 
the terrorist leader resided and where many al-Qaeda 
documents were retained. In addition, measures to 
bring troops home from Iraq and Afghanistan were 
made when nearly 90% of the 180,00 troops deployed 
were relieved of their duties after Obama took office.  

 In keeping with the military, the “Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell,” policy was also repealed, which had pre-
viously restricted gays and lesbians from serving 
openly in the military. The fight for LGBTQ+ rights 
did not end there; Obama also supported federal 
recognition of same-sex marriages. In June of 2013, 

the U.S. Supreme 
Court declared 
laws restricting 
gay marriage as 
unconstitutional, 
allowing same-sex 
couples to enjoy 
the federal protec-
tion that others do.  

 Under Obama’s presidency, steps were also 
taken to help recognize and prevent climate change, 
including measures such as the, “Clean Power Plan,” 
which was finalized in 2015. Using new EPA regula-
tions, the first-ever carbon pollution standards were 
set for existing power plants. When the plan is fully 
implemented in 2030, carbon emissions will reduce by  
32% as compared to 2005.  

 In regards to foreign policy, Obama was able 
to smooth out relations with Cuba after almost sixty 
years of Cold War tensions. In 2014, commercial and 
diplomatic ties with Cuba began to reopen, ending the 
failed Cold War policy of isolation. Then, in March 
2016, direct mail flights to Cuba were resumed for the 
first time in fifty years.  

 These are just a few of the many accomplish-
ments under Obama’s presidency. From social, mili-
tary, environmental, and political spectrums one may 
argue that much progress was made. As every presi-
dent does, Obama had his faults, but as he leaves of-
fice let us also remember his legacy.   

Rosie Vollaro Obama’s Legacy 
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With the release of her controversial new 
book, Settle for More, Megyn Kelly has been in the 
spotlight more than usual.  

Megyn Kelly is the star of Fox’s The Kelly 
File, a show that reports on news and other in-depth 
investigative reports. A respected journalist, her show 
has been running for more than three years, with fans 
across the political divide of all ages. She became 
even more widely known with the Trump debacle, in 
which the then GOP presidential candidate Mr. Don-
ald Trump rudely commented on her attitude after the 
Fox Republican Debate back in August. However, 
now with her new book becoming a number one best 
seller on Amazon, she has become a household name.  

 Settle for More is a deeply personal memoir 
about the experiences that shaped the Megyn Kelly 
we see today. In the book she spills her darkest and 
happiest times to all. Kelly describes her childhood as 
one that rejected the “trophies for everyone” mentali-
ty, teaching her to go after whatever she wanted, and 
described the impact that the sudden loss of her dad 
had on her life. Many stories similar to these are told, 

bringing perhaps 
both tears of joy 
and sadness to 
readers. Howev-
er, these memoirs 
are not what are 
making this book 
controversial; it’s 
the chapter where 
she recounts the 
times her boss 
sexually harassed 
her. 

 Roger 

Ailes is the co-founder and CEO of the Fox News 
Network, earning an annual salary of twenty-one mil-
lion dollars until his employment was terminated in 
July of 2016. In an interview with CNN’s Anderson 
Cooper, Kelly described Ailes as “a king of sorts” 
who made the environment in which she worked a 
very hostile one. “Roger demanded loyalty,” she said. 
“He distributed loyalists throughout the company.”  
These loyalists acted as his eyes and ears. She 
claimed that people could not go to Human Re-
sources nor other superior members for help,  and 
that it was very difficult to get the attention she so 
desperately needed. But it is not just Fox that faces 
this conundrum. Megyn Kelly, in the same CNN in-
terview, said she did not put this chapter in her book 
for attention or to get Ailes in trouble. Instead she 
said “I think this is a real problem at many companies 
and I want people to be put on notice. I’m hoping 
CEOs will hear this message and say you know what, 
man, maybe I set this problem in my own company 
and I gotta provide a safe off- ramp for women who 
feel too scared to report it.” Kelly says the solution is 
to hire someone outside of the company, who does 
not depend on the CEO for his or her paycheck. Kelly 
hopes to make a real change in the workplace for 
women. Since these allegations have come to light, 
the owners of the Fox network, the Murdock family, 
have removed Ailes from his position. Kelly says that 
she is very satisfied with the new situation at Fox. 

 Many women are hearing Kelly’s voice and 
reporting similar incidents. Companies are also tak-
ing action against sexual harassment in the work-
place. All these reforms are thanks to Kelly’s book, 
that dared to challenge the status quo. Kelly says she 
will continue to report breaking news around the 
world, and add this book to her list of many accom-
plishments. 

MEGYN KELLY TELLS ALL IN HER NEW BOOK 
Oliver Pitt 



Tuesday, August 16th, 2016. A rocket shoots 
skyward from the Gobi Desert overseen by the Chi-
nese government. This rocket is expected to propel 
China to the forefront of one of science’s most baf-
fling fields, quantum physics. Nicolas Gisin, a profes-
sor of quantum physics at the University of Geneva 
states  “There’s a race to produce a quantum satellite, 
and it is very likely China is going to win that race.”  

China has in fact won the “race”. It left Bei-
jing’s rivals in the dust in its drive to acquire a crucial 
asset in “the age of cyberspionage”: hack-proof sys-
tems.   

State Media has released a statement saying 
that China has launched the world’s first quantum-
communications network into orbit from a launch cen-
ter in inner Mongolia. This project is speculated to 
have been five years in the making. It has also been 
watched closely by many scientists and security cir-
cles because of its impact on the mysterious principles 
of quantum mechanics.  

Xinhua, China’s state news agency, wrote the 
following statement entailing the functions of this new 
satellite: “[T]he satellite is designed to establish ultra-
secure quantum communications by transmitting 
uncrackable keys from space to the ground. It could 
also conduct experiments on the bizarre features of 
quantum theories, such as entanglement.”  

So what is “quantum-mechanics”? What does 
“quantum” mean? Here’s a quick run through:  

Quantum mechanics is a branch off of the tree 
of physics. Most of the technology today is built off 
the foundation of classical physics, the physics that 
Isaac Newton and others came up with. Classical 

physics consists of motion (inertia, equal and opposite 
reactions, etc.), optics (light waves and refraction), 
etc. However, as the twentieth century started bringing 
in electric computers, theorists (Max Planck among of 
the first) began to challenge the normal ideas common 
in physics. Upon experimentation with light, their 
astounding findings suggested, using collected data 
and mathematical proofs, a new idea.  

The tiny particles that make up matter--the 
proton, neutron, and electron—don’t behave as we 
expect them to behave. These theorists describe it as 
the particles being in two places at once. This is one of 
the “bizarre features” that Xinhua was referring to. 
Today quantum physics and classical physics exist 
separately and scientists are still trying to organize 
everything and further delve into the strange, and still 
very mysterious, world of quantum physics.  

This satellite, using these principles of quan-
tum mechanics, will be able to literally teleport infor-
mation from one area of the world to another. Not on-
ly does this teleportation occur but it occurs at a light-
ning fast rate. The satellite is extremely sensitive as 
well, which is critical when it comes to hack-proof 
technology. The instance the satellite is hacked, Chi-
nese officials running the system shall be alerted and 
the breach can be stopped immediately. The satellite 
will also further advance scientists understanding of 
quantum mechanics through government overseen ex-
periments performed by China. However, since the 
launch on August 16th, nothing groundbreaking has 
happened, though scientists around the world have 
their eyes on this new technology. 
 

IS CHINA’S NEW SATELLITE REALLY “UNHACKABLE”?  
Oliver Pitt 
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Fantas c Beasts And Where to Find Them 
Coming out on November 18th, 2016, Fantastic Beasts and Where to 
Find Them became one of the most talked about movies this year, 
earning 7.8/10 stars on Rotten Tomatoes. Originally a book by J.K 
Rowling, this story took place before the Harry Potter series, staged in 
1936. Newt Scamander (Eddie Redmayne) is on a mission to find and 
document “magical creatures” hidden around the world. It’s when 
Newt decides to take a stop in NYC that chaos arises. The magical 
suitcase Newt carries is filled with the creatures, and when it’s opened, 
everyone in the world is put in danger—and only Newt can help stop it. 
 

The Edge of Seventeen  
Also released on November 18th, earning 7.9/ stars on Rotten Tomatoes, was the 
movie The Edge of Seventeen. Growing up is difficult for all kids, but for Junior 
Nadine (Hailee Steinfeld), who already struggles with the shadow of her all-star 
brother Darien (Blake Jenner), it’s agonizing. Just when Nadine feels she’s finally 
coming to terms with her reality, her best friend Krista (Haley Lu Richardson) starts 
dating Nadine’s brother. At this point, Nadine makes it her mission to find her place 
in this world, although she feels more alone than ever.  
 

 
Nocturnal Animals 

On November 23rd, earning 8/10 stars on Rotten Tomatoes, high intensity movie, Noc-
turnal Animals, came out. Susan (Amy Adams) is suddenly faced with the unexpected 
as she deals with her daily life. An art gallery owner maintaining a marriage with her 
constantly traveling second husband, one day when he’s away, she receives an unex-
pected manuscript from her first husband whom she has not seen in several years. The 
story forces her to re-examine her past and face some dark truths. 

Movies You Will Want To See 

An cipated Movies of 2017: 

 Hidden Figures (1/6) 

 A Monster Calls (1/6) 

 Patriots Day (1/20) 

 A Dog's Purpose (1/27) 

 The Space Between Us (2/3) 

 Fifty Shades Darker  (2/10) 

 The Lego Batman Movie (2/10) 

 Before I Fall (3/3) 

 Beauty and the Beast (3/17) 

 The Zookeeper's Wife (3/31) 

 Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 (5/5) 

 Wonder Woman (6/2) 

 Despicable Me 3 (6/30) 

 Spider-Man: Homecoming (7/7) 



Jamison Scarlatos 

 Back in the 1900’s, superheroes were intro-
duced into comic books published by companies such 
as Image Comics, Dark Horse Comics, Valiant Enter-
tainment, and, most famous of all, DC Comics and 
Marvel Entertainment. DC is known for classic fan-
favorites such as Superman, Batman, and the Flash 
and Marvel is known for original creations including 
Spider-Man, The Avengers, and many more. Carry-
ing into the present day, the superhero stories we’ve 
all come to love have made their way to the big 
screen.  

 Since 
the 2000’s, 
Marvel has been 
on a streak with 
movie by mov-
ie. In the early 
2000’s, they 
gained populari-
ty with the Spi-
der-Man trilogy 
starring Tobey 
Maguire, 
Kirsten Dunst, 
and James Fran-

co, telling the story of a teenage boy who was bitten 
by a radioactive spider, giving him powers like wall-
crawling, shooting webs, and spider senses. After-
wards, they continued on with the Iron Man (2008), 
the Incredible Hulk (2008), the Thor (2011), and the 
Captain America (2011) franchises. These four 
mighty heroes would band together to form the 
Avengers, along with heroes Hawkeye and Black 
Widow, in the Avengers (2012) film.  

 Their rivals, DC comics, have also created hit 
blockbusters for both movies and television. They’ve 
made mov-
ies such as 
the Dark 
Knight trilo-
gy, Man of 
Steel, and 
Batman vs 
Superman: 

Dawn of Justice. For television, they managed to cre-
ate a television series for the Flash, Green Arrow, and 
Supergirl on the CW channel and CBS. They recently 
released their 2016 hit film, Suicide Squad, which 
consisted of loveable villains such as Harley Quinn, 
Killer Croc, Deadshot, and other members.  

 Both industries have had huge success in the 
past, and they’re continuing their preeminent con-
quest of the film business. Marvel is preparing audi-
ences for the upcoming films Black Panther, Captain 
Marvel, Spider-Man: Homecoming, and they are 
even beginning their two part film, Avengers: Infinity 
War, where the Avengers team up with the Guardians 
of the Galaxy to defeat the tyranny of Thanos, a pow-
er hungry titan who plans to dominate the universe. 
DC is preparing audiences for their upcoming film 
Justice League, where the greatest heroes of the DC 
universe join together to form the Justice League. 
Additionally, they are making a new Batman movie 
and a sequel to Suicide Squad.   

 While these 
two have had the 
most success, the oth-
er companies in the 
industry have had 
their fair share of 
success as well, such 
as Image Comics 
with their hit series, 
The Walking Dead, 
one of the best shows 
on television by rat-
ings.  

 People have 
looked to superheroes 
as not only interest-
ing characters, but 
characters that can 
easily relate to mod-
ern society. When 
people look at the 
superhero comics and 
screen, they are in-
spired to help others.  

Superhero Craze 



     This November brought the release of two 
gaming superpowers newest titles: Battlefield 1 and 
Call of Duty: Infinite Warfare. While in beta stages, 
Battlefield 1 showed higher popularity trends by a 
land slide; however by the time of their releases, both 
games had equal ratings.  

Battlefield 1, going against the current trend 
of most first person shooters (FPS) games on the 
market of maintaining a modern premise or going 
into a futuristic time period, went back in time to 
none other than the First World War. Though this 
transition received wide acclaim from the gaming 
populace, particularly for the new ideas which would 
mostly eliminate unfair tactics, Battlefield 1 is not 
without its faults. Anyone that hops onto a server for 
the game will see that tactics have dramatically 
changed, mostly due to the excitement around the 
game, or “hype” as it is called, both before and after 
release. This has caused many old-school Call of Du-
ty players to transition from the game they love to the 
new title in order to preserve their methods, such as 
the constant use of overpowered weaponry against 
unsurprising opponents and “camping” (sitting in one 
area and waiting for an opponent to arrive into the 
players field of view, kill them, and wait for more 
prey to fall into the trap). While many of these faults 
are not in the hands of Battlefield 1 developers, they 
have promised to try to fix these issues, as they do 
with most of their shaky starts. The coming updates 
to the game promise balancing (changing tactics of 
the game, increasing damage and health values, etc.), 
weapon changes, and better gameplay throughout.  

The campaign of the game, continuing with 
its “against the grain” trend, is less organized yet well

-orchestrated in nature. 
The game has five dif-
ferent stories through 
various time periods and 
people throughout the 

world. From the peaks of the Italian Alps to the De-
serts of Arabia, the game takes you through the hard-
ships and casualties of the First World War. The 
game uses relatable characters, making life and death 
seems very surreal and heartbreaking to the player. 
The game quickly starts off by letting the player 
know that this is war; life is not guaranteed—“this is 
what happens”—and its basis on real life stories 
brings the somber mood of the campaign right to 
your TV… 

Call of Duty—the classic 
shooter that has defined the gam-
ing industry ever since the first 
consoles hit the market. The clas-
sic has been ruling the FPS genre 
for decades and continues to 
show its power and prominence 
in its newest title Infinite War-
fare. The game takes place in a 
hyper futuristic setting where humanity must deal 
with a war around the solar system against those who 
live upon the previously established Martian colony. 
This faction, “Settlement Defense Front”, or SDF, is 
your main enemy in this iteration of an all-time clas-
sic. Though the game has changed drastically with its 
newest titles played in the future, it still draws upon 
common ideas like wall-running, mini-jetpacks, and 
various assortments of high tech weaponry, remain-
ing in the hearts of loyal fans. While the beta did not 
show as much strength as that of its adversary (thus 
causing a decrease in popularity at the time of re-
lease) it still has held a large fan base throughout its 
shaky transition. These loyal players remained with 
the game despite the popularity of its rival. 

The campaign of the game takes the players 
through the eyes of Captain Nick Reyes, a Special 
Operations pilot, who becomes captain of the Retri-
bution, a carrier class space ship that becomes a cen-
tral hub of the campaign. The game takes you 

The Gaming Insider Ryan Sultan 



Mrs. Lynch 

The Leaving, by Tara Altebrando 
 This book has a super creepy book cover and an intriguing tag line: “Six were taken, 5 came back.” 

 The story goes like this, 6 children went missing when they were 5 years old.  
They are dropped off at a playground near their homes 11 years later.  They are physical-
ly fine, but they have no memories of what happened to them or where they have been all 
this time.  Everyone is shocked and thrilled by their return, but things have changed so 
much since they left, everyone needs to get used to these kids being back after all these 
years.  There have been divorces, deaths and other situations that have changed since 
they left all those years ago. 

 It is narrated by three of the characters and the chapters alternate in perspective.  
Two of the narrators are Lucas and Scarlett, who were two victims of “The Leaving.”  
The third narrator, Avery, is the sister of the one victim who didn’t come home.  Avery is 
determined to find out what has happened to her brother, Max, and she isn’t at all comfortable with the state-
ments by the others that “they don’t remember anything.” 

 The action in this book is fast paced and there are plot twists in abundance.  Another plus to this book 
is the style of text in the book.  Throughout the book, we see words in blocks, spirals, slashes and other out of 
the ordinary formatting.  This adds to the feelings that the narrator might be having at the time (panic, longing, 
confusion etc.)   

 This is definitely a page turner and the ending will be a surprise.  A surprise that you will like or not!   

“The Gaming Insider” con nued from page 10... 

throughout the solar system, fighting the SDF through 
three different types of missions: The regular story 
missions, which advance the plot of the game; Jackal 
Strikes, where the player flies around the local area 
within a fighter-like craft known as a Jackal taking out 
local hostile enemies; and Ship Assaults, where, ex-
actly as it sounds, the player will lead an attack on a 
hostile battleship with the intent of either raiding, 
looting, or destroying the vessel. With a common 
theme similar to that of its adversary located at vari-
ous key points throughout the story, the game is easily 
able to get its message through by the final cut-scene.  
 Both games have their ups and downs, with a 
large amount of campers in between, but both show 

promise for the next few years. While both have their 
own approach on the rate of the production of their 
games and the quality of the servers they maintain, 
both displayed prowess upon release and in the few 
months that they have been out. Of course there have 
been glitches and bugs, but that is expected when over 
100,000 people jump onto servers at the same time. 
These bugs, if not already fixed, will be fixed in the 
near future. While one cannot say which game is su-
perior, any player can say this: Both games have a 
loyal fan base, an amazing campaign, and great multi-
player to boot. These are trends everyone hopes to see 
in these games and future titles of the genre in the up-
coming year.  



Julia Rodda 

Every year the American Music Awards 
(AMAs) is a big night for the music industry. The 
2016 AMAs was the 44th installment of the show and 

was held on No-
vember 20th in Los 
Angeles, Califor-
nia.  Gigi Hadid 
and Jay Pharoah 
took the stage to co
-host for the night, 
making it a show 
to remember. 

 The red 
carpet for this year definitely did not disappoint. Some 
unforgettable looks of the night included Selena 
Gomez in a beautiful, red, floor length gown; co-host 
Gigi Hadid, in an unexpected off-the-shoulder dress, 
Niall Horan in a charcoal-gray, chalk-check suit, and 
Hailee Steinfeld in a sparkling, green cocktail gown. 
But with all the best dressed, there comes the worst 
dressed. Some of the so-called worst dressed included 
Idina Menzel, in a sheer black dress with a spider web 
design, Z LaLa turning heads in a latex sheer ensem-
ble with a towering jet-black hairstyle, and Heidi 
Klum in a metallic jumpsuit completed with puffed 
sleeves and a bow at the neck.  

 The show itself was jet-packed with entertain-
ment. Performances included James Bay, Lady Gaga, 
The Chainsmokers and Halsey, Fifth Harmony, a sat-
ellite performance by Justin Bieber from his Purpose 
Tour, Ariana Grande and Nicki Minaj, Niall Horan, 
Shawn Mendes, The Weekend, plus many more. Sting 
was honored at the show for his contributions to the 
music industry as he was awarded the American Mu-
sic Award of Merit. Sting then followed the winning 
with a performance of different songs from throughout 
his career. A memorable part of the night was none 
other than Selena Gomez, making her surprising re-
turn to the spotlight after her almost three month hia-

tus. She took the stage to accept her first AMA for Fa-
vorite Pop/Rock Female Artist and delivered a power-
ful speech. She started by talking about her difficult 
last year and her reasons for her hiatus. She then went 
on saying, "I don't want to see your bodies on Insta-
gram. I want to see what's in here," she said patting 
her heart. "I'm not trying to get validation, nor do I 
need it anymore. All I can say is I'm so grateful that I 
have the opportunity to be able to share what I love 
every day with people that I love.” Leaving some 
viewers in tears, she ended the night by saying, “If 
you are broken, you do not have to stay broken. And if 
that's anything, whether you respect me or not, 
that's one thing you should know about me is I care 
about people. And thank you so much for this, this is 
for you." She got many comments from other celebri-
ties supporting her including Lady Gaga, Taylor Swift, 
and Camila Cabello.  

 Another unforgettable moment was the debut 
of Drake’s new Apple Music commercial. A couple 
months prior, Taylor Swift débuted on the Apple Mu-
sic ad running on a treadmill singing to Drake’s hit 
“Jumpman”. As she is singing she takes a massive, yet 
hilarious, fall, but still manages to keep singing. This 
time Drake puts his own spin on the matter. In the ad, 
Drake waits for his personal trainer to leave before he 
picks out his song of choice, Swift's "Bad Blood." In 
between lip-syncing the lyrics and busting out his 
dance moves in front of a mirror, he struggles to lift 
his final weight and tumbles off the bench.  

 The 2016 American Music Awards was a very 
memorable event for many artists and fans. Some of 
the artists to walk away with awards included Zayn 
Malik for New Artist of the Year, Twenty One Pilots 
for Favorite Alternative Rock Artist and Pop/Rock 
Group, and Carrie Underwood for Favorite Country 
Female Artist and Best Country Album, and Ariana 
Grande with Artist of the Year. Congratulations to all 
the winners and nominees. Many are anticipating what 
will happen in music in the next year. 

Pictured here from left to right are co‐

hosts Gigi Hadid and  Jay Pharoah. 

Big Night, Bright Lights 



 Taylor Swift was born to her family on De-
cember 13th, 1989 in Reading Pennsylvania. Growing 
on a Christmas tree farm, being was too small to haul 
trees to people’s cars, her job was to rake praying 
mantises off of the trees. Swift described living on the 
Christmas tree farm as “one of the most magical and 
amazing ways to grow up.”  
 Swift attended Wyndcroft Elementary where 
she discovered her love for poetry. In fourth grade she 
won a national poetry contest for her poem Monster in 
My Closet. Bullied as a child, Swift loved writing 
about the people who picked on her. Her mom said 
that her “worst time of day was when [she] used to 
pick Taylor up from school. [She] would know things 
hadn’t been great. Literally the shunning that would 
take place at school- she would sit down at lunchtime 
and everyone would move.” Swift said that “a lot of 
the girls thought [she] was weird. Actually, the word 
they liked to use was annoying.” Kids bullied Swift 
because instead of playing sports she was writing po-
etry and listening to country music, and because they 
found fault with her life on a Christmas tree farm. “I 
was the girl who didn’t get invited to parties. My 
friends turned into the girls who stood in the corner 
and talked about me. But as soon as I picked up the 
guitar…I literally played until my fingers bled. My 
mom had to tape them up, and can you imagine how 
popular that made me: ‘Look at her fingers. So weird’. 
But for the first time in my life, those girls could say 
anything they wanted about me, because I was just 
going to go home after school and write a song about 
it” Swift said.  

 Swift first learned guitar when a computer re-
pairman came to fix her computer and noticed her gui-
tar in the corner. He asked her if she played, and she 
said that she didn’t know how. He taught her a few 
chords and after that she constantly played, even writ-
ing her first song, “Lucky You”.             

 October 24th, 2006: a day most people don’t 
remember, but for Taylor Swift it is a day she will 
never forget.  On this date, Swift released her first self 
titled album at the age of 16 about her experiences in 
high school.  With 5 million copies sold worldwide, 
Swift topped the charts with singles like “Picture to 
Burn” and “Tim McGraw.”  She soon became one of 
the most well known musicians in the world as well as 
a fashion icon and role model to many young girls 
struggling to find their place in this world. All of 
Swift’s songs on this album are written by her and Liz 
Rose, Swift’s mentor who taught her how to write mu-
sic. 
               Taylor Swift’s first huge tour was Fearless. 
Her album debuted No. 1 on the billboard chart. Some 
hit songs from that album included “Love Story”, 
which was  based on Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. 
She said at her 1989 concert that she had read it in 
high school and that she was moved by the tragic con-
clusion, so she decided to write them a happy ending. 
Swift also said that she had her own love interest at 
that time whom her folks didn’t approve of, the way 
Romeo and Juliet did. She also wrote “You Belong 
with Me”, which is no. 2 on the Country Crossover 
List. This song was inspired after Swift heard one of 
her male friends arguing with his girlfriend over the 

The Evolution of Taylor Swift 

Ashley Geiser and Olivia Hunt 



phone. Eight of Swift’s songs from Fearless became 
hit singles. 
             Swift’s next album was Speak Now. Swift at 
that point was 20 years old. Swift was ultimately 
known for her country music, but this album intro-
duced her more edgy pop-country side. Speak Now 
debuted no.1 on the billboard charts and is possibly 
her best album. This album was particularly special 
because Swift had written this album with no co-
writers to prove to critics that she could write songs. 
Speak Now sold over a million copies in its first week 
upon release and the tour sold out completely with 
over 111 shows. Fans dressed up and danced to their 
hearts’ content in hopes of getting picked to meet 
Taylor backstage in a place called the “Speak Now 
Tea Party.” The tour included amazing dance perfor-
mances, a variation in the songs from their studio ver-
sions, and throw back songs from 1980s to early 
2000s. 

Red was Swift’s fourth album. Ranging from 
heartbreak to happiness, it’s an emotional roller 
coaster. Once again Swift stepped out of her comfort-
able country style into more of a dance/pop style. 
Some of the album’s hit songs included “We are Nev-
er Ever Getting Back Together”, “22”, “I Knew You 
Were Trouble”, and “Red”. “Red” in particular 
showed the ups and downs of a relationship by com-
paring certain aspects of a relationship to colors such 
as red and blue.  
 From country to pop, Taylor Swift ventured 
into unknown territory when she released 1989 on  
October 27th, 2014.  Prior to her first pop album, all  
four of Swift’s other albums had been country. Be-
fore the release of 1989, Swift conducted “1989 Se-
cret Sessions”, where she would invite 80 or more 
fans into her home to listen to her new album and 
take photos with her.  About a year after the release 

of the 1989 album, Swift surprised audiences with 
The 1989 World Tour which was named the highest- 
grossing tour in 2015.  As the show began, glow up 
bracelets that were given out prior to the show lit up 
to the music. As the crew searched through almost 
60,000 fans, only few were invited to Loft ’89, where 
they could meet Taylor Swift.  Swift entertained the 
crowd with special guests in every show, twists on 
the song “I Knew You Were Trouble” and “We Are 
Never Ever Getting Back Together”, and with inspi-
rational speeches throughout the entire show. 

 Overall, Swift has had a pretty great career. 
Though she is constantly changing her style, she still 
writes relatable songs. Swift touches the souls of oth-
ers with her music, making relatable music for all ag-
es, although especially teens. As she gets older, her 
songs age with her, proving her to be more relatable 
for adults as well. Swift is constantly changing, 
showing her evolution as a country-pop star. 
 

Con nued from page 13 



John Mari 

 The people of our great country have spoken. 
As stated by former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, 
“Donald Trump is going to be our president.” On No-
vember 8th, 2016, history was made as American vot-
ers selected the most unconventional candidate in his-
tory to be their next leader. At about 2:40 a.m. on 
Wednesday November 9, major news networks pro-
jected that Donald Trump (R), had gained and sur-
passed the total of 270 electoral votes required to be-
come president, and therefore, declared him the win-
ner of the election. President Trump overcame many 
obstacles throughout the 2016 race, including opposi-
tion within his own political party, controversies sur-
rounding his extremely untraditional campaign, and 
total mainstream media bias against him. However, 
despite all odds being stacked against him, Trump 
managed to defeat the Democratic candidate, Hillary 
Clinton, in what is characterized as one of the most 
“shocking” political upsets in the world.   

 Over 60 million Americans cast their ballots 
for Donald Trump on November 8, and are now antici-
pating a newfound light of change and prosperity that 
they believe will be brought by Trump. These people, 
who have been denoted as “The Silent Majority” by 
the now President, have never been so enthusiastic 
about their votes before. They have invested their trust 
in Donald Trump to “Make America Great Again”, 
and make a good name for the United States in the in-
ternational community. Many of these voters, who 
have seemingly been forgotten by previously elected 
politicians, have never voted for a Republican before. 
This was demonstrated when Trump carried the states 
of Pennsylvania, Michigan, and Wisconsin, which 
constitute a total of 46 electoral votes, and, whom 
haven’t flipped red since 1988, 1988, and 1984, re-
spectively. Trump’s redrawing of the electoral map 
greatly contributed to his success, thanks to the fact 

that he picked up almost 50 electoral votes in tradi-
tionally Democratic strongholds.  

 

The 2016 Electoral Map denotes states carried by 
Donald Trump/Mike Pence in Red, and states carried 
by Hillary Clinton/Tim Kaine in Blue. (Source: Wik-
ipedia.com) 

 

The 2008 Electoral Map denotes states carried by 
John McCain/Sarah Palin in Red, and states carries 
by Barack Obama/Joe Biden in Blue. (Source: Wikipe-
dia.com) 

 Secretary Clinton and other top Democrats 
such as President and First Lady Barack and Michelle 
Obama, had campaigned heavily in battleground states 
that tended to lean Democratic according to polling, 
such as Florida and North Carolina. However, Trump 
jackhammered into the Democratic base dubbed the 

The New POTUS 



“Obama Coalition” or the “Blue Wall”, by flipping the 
states of Florida, Iowa, Indiana, Maine (CD-2), Michi-
gan, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Wiscon-
sin (126 total electoral votes), which were carried by 
then-Senator Obama in 2008. States such as Wiscon-
sin and Pennsylvania diverted to Republican this time 
mainly due to the discontent of many working-class 
people with the loss of jobs and economic growth over 
the past decade.  

 The middle-class voters definitely voiced their 
opinions in this election cycle. Many of them are tired 
of static economic growth, health care that is no long-
er affordable, and the heavy taxes and regulations that 
have largely submerged many small businesses. Presi-
dent Trump tapped into their frustrations, and many 
found him a voice of reason. Trump has promised to 
overhaul the federal government in Washington D.C. 
on their behalf by “Draining the Swamp”. He has pro-
posed major health care reform, starting with 
“Repealing and Replacing” the Affordable Care Act, 
also known as Obamacare. He plans on opening com-
petition across state lines between insurance compa-
nies so that citizens may purchase their insurance for a 
cheaper price. Also, he has focused on the premiums 
and deductibles that have skyrocketed under the Af-
fordable Care Act, making health care no longer 
“affordable”. He plans on decreasing prices by ensur-
ing nationwide competition, and by allowing for the 
flourishment of Health Saving Accounts, which grant 
customers accumulative, tax-free cash to spend on 
their medical needs. Many middle-class voters were 
particularly attracted to Trump over this particular pol-
icy, which should benefit America as a whole. 

 In addition, Trump has attracted many voters 
due to their frustration over our tax system. Corporate 

tax rates, as well as 
taxes and regula-
tions on small busi-
nesses have gone 
through the roof, 
and prevent these 
businesses from 

growth, and even from breaking-even. Mr. Trump 
plans to lower the business tax rate from 35% to 15%, 
which will lead to the revitalization of the domestic 
economy, largely through small businesses succeed-
ing.  

 Trump also plans to lower income taxes on the 
middle-class. For example, a married couple earning 
$75,000 per year with two children and $10,000 in 
child care expenses will receive a 30% deduction in 
their tax bill. This rebate, combined with Trump’s 
plans to renegotiate our trade deficits and reel in mil-
lions of manufacturing jobs lost to nations overseas, 
will warrant American prosperity once again,  essen-
tially uniting our country on the basis of success for 
all.  

 Our country, though currently deeply divided, 
must now rally for the success of our 45th president. 
Regardless of political party, race, ethnic background, 
gender, or any other sectional divide, all Americans 
must come together, to ensure the smooth transition of 
power, and triumphant opulence of President Donald 
Trump’s incoming administration. All United States 
citizens can attest to the fact that as a nation together, 
the situation will be smoother and more progressive 
than with a nation that is tattered. So, the American 
people have now spoken, placing their hopes and 
dreams with President Trump, who will soon be seated 
as one of the greatest political stories in our history, at 
the helm of the greatest country on earth, which 
yearns for our greatest days to arrive during his presi-
dency.  

O/O/O/O/O/O/O/O/O/O/O/O/O/O/O/O/
Con nued from page 15 



Brianne Ledda 

The era of the easy commute between the 
Tallmadge neighborhood and Miller Place High 
School may be at its end - the well-worn trail between 
4 and 6 Sarah Anne Court is no longer accessible to 
foot traffic. 

Recently, one of the adjacent property owners 
has erected a fence, blocking pedestrians from travel 
between the school and Tallmadge. This has caused an 
uproar amongst students and even a few parents, some 
of whom, including the father of high school senior 
Ryan Sultan, complained to both the town and the res-
idents responsible. 

The property is listed on the Town of 
Brookhaven’s Unknown Owner List; unless someone 
has the paperwork to prove it, the town legally does 
not know who owns the property. The property in 
question is specifically known as a “gore strip”, a strip 
of land that is basically useless to property owners and 
is therefore intentionally left unowned in order to 
avoid land controversies and legal contentions. Unless 
it is explicitly stated in a land deed that a narrow strip 
of land is part of the concerned property, it is assumed 
that the grantor has no intention of preserving said 
land. The strip and gore doctrine, as it is known, ac-
cording to USLegal.com, requires the strip to be small 
in comparison to the land conveyed, that the strip be 
either surrounded or adjacent to the land conveyed, 
that the strip belongs to the grantor at the time of con-
veyance, and that the strip be of little to none practical 
value, or has ceased to benefit or be of importance to 
said grantor. The Town of Brookhaven, when asked 
about the legality of building on a gore strip, said that 
it was a private matter, and the town would not get 
involved. 
 Sometimes known as “Stoner’s Corner”, the 
spot, in the past, has been infamous for teen drinking 
and drug use. Students allege to seeing empty beer 
cans littered along the trail and, allegedly, an anony-
mous letter was passed around in the area, complain-
ing about drug use amongst high schoolers. Otherwise, 
before the fence, the trail experienced heavy foot traf-
fic; students who live in the Tallmadge neighborhood, 
and many who do not, used the trail to walk both to 
and from school most days. In the morning, many 
teenagers, usually juniors who cannot get senior park-

ing, used to park their cars outside the trail and walk 
to school. Also, during warmer weather, members of 
the track and cross country teams would sometimes 
cross the trail into the neighborhood for their longer 
runs, considering it a safer alternative to the double-
yellow lined roads that otherwise surround the school 
property. 

Kristin Nappi, a high school senior who lives 
across the street from the trail, said “[As] someone 
who lives right near the trail, it’s honestly really upset-
ting. I’ve used the trail my whole high school experi-
ence and I’ve actually been fortunate enough to never 
have had to take the bus because of it. It’s really up-
setting, a lot of kids in the neighborhood used it and a 
lot of people who couldn’t get parking spots or just 
didn’t want to deal with the traffic in the morning did 
as well. To me personally it’s upsetting because I walk 
past my neighbors everyday and they see that I use 
that trail and it’s honestly hurtful that they put it up.” 
The residents of both adjacent properties declined to 
comment on the situation. 
 Some 
students have 
attempted the 
crossing anyway, 
including student 
Sarah Manuello, 
only to find an-
other fence built 
about ten feet 
away. She, and 
two other stu-
dents, refuted 
that there is a 
fence approxi-
mately every ten 
feet along the 
whole trail. There is a persistent rumor that students 
have been chased off the land as well, but there has 
not been a confirmed report of any incident occurring 
after the fence was put up.  

Good Fences Make Good Neighbors 



Standing Tall Among All 
On January 20th eighteen students sharpened their pencils, put batteries in their calculators, printed their re-
sumes/speeches and headed to Hofstra University to represent the Miller Place FBLA Chapter.  Hofstra Uni-
versity was the stage for several of our FBLA students to demonstrate their knowledge and application of var-
ious “real world” business aspects.  FBLA students describe their experience: 

“Thank you for the opportunity to shine.” 

Brooke Gannon 

“I didn’t have a resume before this  
compe on, now I have a great resume and 

experience to carry with me.” 
Ryan Le erio 

“I learned most of it in Intro. 
to Business and I was so  
excited to hear my name.” 

Valeria Gomez 

“OMG, I did it!!” 
Stephanie Yun 

 Stephanie Yun  Accounting II  1st Place 

Ryan letterio  business Law  1st Place 

William Sussman economics  1st place 

Justyn baldeo  Intro. To business 1st place 

Lori beth sussman basic decision making 2nd Place 

David argento  business calculations 2nd place 

Natalie rash  hospitality management 2nd place 

Robert godberson marketing  2nd place 

Nicholas walerstein technology concepts 2nd place 

Oliver pitts           word processing               2nd place 

Robert godberson     public speaking II               2nd place 

Ryan letterio            job interview               2nd place 

William sussman           banking & Fin. Systems          3rd Place 

Tyler cohen            business communications   3rd place 

Brooke gannon            Accounting I                4th Place 

Claudia campanella    business law                4th place 

Valeria Gomez            personal finance                    4th place 

 



SPORTS 
Kirsten Taylor 

 Thousands of Americans watched the 2016 Sum-
mer Olympics, but once the lights went out and the seats 
were vacated, many stopped thinking about the 558 US 
athletes that worked for so long—most their whole lives— 
to reach this point. And almost all spectators forgot about 
a loss that will haunt one individual for probably the rest 
of her life. Marti Malloy - judoka (a practitioner or an ex-
pert in Judo) who won a bronze medal in the London 2012 
Olympic Games and a silver world medal in 2013 - faced 
a devastating loss in her second Olympic Games in the 
cycle which concludes in 2020 in Japan. 

 To add insult to injury, Malloy’s loss was a com-
plete upset in the 57 kg. Bracket (in Judo, the competitors 
are split up into different weight classes to even the play-
ing field, so to speak, between opponents), as Malloy was 
a favorite of many to win a medal. Instead, she took an 
early loss against Lien Chen-Ling, who ended up compet-
ing for the bronze medal but lost to Kaori Matsumoto 
from Japan. But it deserves to be noted that Malloy was 
not completely blown out of the water- the match was in 
fact tied, forcing the officials to decide the match through 
shido, which is the tiebreaker in judo that factors in minor 
penalties and periods of nonaggression to decide the win-
ner. Malloy had one more penalty than Chen-Ling, leading 
to her defeat.  

 Malloy was devastated by the loss, and it is ques-
tionable whether she will return to finish the Olympic Cy-
cle in Japan in 2020. But along with the emotional devas-
tation, financial problems can arise for not only Malloy, 
but all losing Olympians. Many don’t realize that it not 
only takes time, but also a considerable amount of money 
to become a winning Olympian, and many of these ath-
letes are far from rich, but they still need to pay for train-
ers, use of gyms, equipment, and physical therapy, that 
can all add up to an impressive sum. Along with these ex-
penses, many Olympians move to the Bay Area of Califor-
nia for milder temperatures and larger training opportuni-
ties. Anyone who has ever lived there can tell you that it 
isn’t cheap. While Malloy was still in college, she had to 
work as deli clerk to make ends meet; not a job you would 
associate with a world-ranking judoka, but she did what 

she had to do to survive and continue her training to 
achieve her goal of being a world champion in judo. When 
Malloy won her bronze medal in London in 2012, she re-
ceived a $64,000 annual salary leading up to the Summer 
Olympics in Rio. Malloy reported that her funding will 
definitely take a hit from her early elimination, which 
could be detrimental to her training funds, depending on 
how much money is cut. Many other athletes experience 
the same thing after suffering losses at the Olympics, but 
many understand that if they do not perform at an ade-
quate level, their salaries will show it. When asked to 
comment on this, Malloy simply stated “results get you 
paid”. 

 Malloy continues to train, and has not given up 
yet, continuing to train for competitions like the 2017 
world championship Budapest, Hungary, but she struggles 
to deal with such a loss, being unable to commit to any-
thing beyond that. But frankly that makes her more admi-
rable. We see athletes like Michael Phelps, who has won a 
total of 28 medals in his life and has set record upon rec-
ord, and we think that all great athletes go through their 
sports with little to no resistance, gliding through to the 
Olympics and beyond just because they have the natural 
ability to do so. Malloy is an example of someone who 
works for her goals and, although she may not reach all of 
them, there is no doubt that she is just as great of an ath-
lete as Michael Phelps, Michael Jordan, or Peyton Man-
ning, and she definitely brings a more human element to 
the Olympian, expressing disappointment, failure, resili-
ence, and pride all in one person, in one moment, with or 
without the medal around her neck.    

Gold—Not Just For Show 



AMANDA STEAD 

“Awards become corroded, friends 

gather no dust”     

“Never let anyone believe in you more 

than you believe in yourself” 

Shannon Delurey 

MAX STEELE 

  Amanda is a track star ready to take her career to the next 
level.  Amanda has committed to attend Stony Brook and partici-
pate on their track and field team.  She chose Stony Brook be-
cause of its academics, proximity to home and of course their 
athletics.  Amanda is planning on studying business in college 
and feels moving forward that AP classes she took in high school, 
like AP Biology really helped her understand how it’s important 
to have a good work ethic for the future.   

 Her running career was inspired by her brother who was 
always on the track and she fell in love with the sport in seventh 
grade.  Amanda’s favorite part of track is the camaraderie, “even 
when you are nervous in a race, there is always someone to cheer 
you on.”  She looks up to role models like Usain Bolt and Sydney 
Mcgloclyn to drive her passion.  Because track has become more 
time consuming Amanda had to stop competing in horseback rid-
ing, but hopes to someday return to it.  As she graduates, Amanda 
will remember most the friends she made in Miller Place as well 
as having her mom (Mrs. Stead, Music Teacher) in school with 
her every day. 

 Max is one of Miller Place’s dual athletes, standing out 
on both the basketball and baseball programs.  Currently he is 
finishing up his last season as shooting guard and captain on 
the Varsity Basketball court.  Max can’t remember a time not 
playing basketball, he played travel and really started to get 
into the game in middle school.  He enjoys the competition of 
basketball and being part of any team.  As a pitcher and out-
fielder Max is planning on pursuing a collegiate baseball career 
at Adelphi University.  He chose Adelphi because he believes 
they have strong baseball and academic programs.   

 He plans on majoring in Chemistry and feels going into 
college that his Chemistry, Physics and Public Speaking clas-
ses prepared him the most.  Ever since he can remember Max 
looks up to Marcus Stroman and Klay Thompson as his athletic 
role models.  Leaving high school, Max will remember the 
memories he made with friends and teammates the most. 


